
1822?-1913



Historical Memory

Tubman Boston & Wilmington DE Monuments



Tubman Myths
Ø Birthplace?

Ø Number of rescue missions?

Ø Number brought from South?

Ø How much reward was offered for her 
capture?



Underground Railroad



Flight Continuum
Temporary absence

Long-term absence nearby

Absconding to nearby city

Maroon Colony

Flight North or South



Birthplace

“1839, Jan, 1, Negroes of Anthony Thompson”



Maryland Birthplace



“Minty’s”Childhood

Ø “Hired out” at six

Ø Field hand in teens

Ø Head injury at 13



Marriage

Ø 1844:  
Married John Tubman 
(free black)

Ø Took name Harriet

Ø 1849: for sale?



Two Flights

Ø October 1849:  
Flight with brothers;
Then independent flight.

Ø Quaker assistance

Ø Directed to PA



Crossing the Line

“When I found out I had crossed 
the line, I looked at my hands to see 
if I was the same person. There was 
such a glory over everything; the sun 
came like gold through the trees, and 
over the fields, and I felt like I was in 
Heaven.” 

Harriet Tubman



Following the North Star

Jacob Lawrence, 

1940



Liberator

“I was a stranger in a 
strange land . . . 
[M]y brothers, and 
sisters, and friends 
were [in Maryland.] 
But I was free, and 
they should be free.”



Fugitives

Ø Continued trips into 1850s

Ø Many fugitives to Canada

Ø Involvement with 
abolitionist network including 
Frederick Douglass



“Moses”  “General”

Ø Involved with relief efforts

Ø Meets John Brown, 1858

Ø



Auburn, New York



War Spy, Scout

Ø Sent to Beaufort 
January 1862

Ø Band of scouts “the 
most valued scouts and 
pilots in the Gov’t
employ”



Combahee Raid, 1863



Later Life

Ø Married Nelson Davis, 1869

Ø First biography, 1868

Ø Received back pay, 1899

Ø “I never lost a passenger.”



In Memoriam



Questions?

Jacob Lawrence, Harriet Tubman and the Promised Land


