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» Mothers-daughters split

BETTY FRIEDAN
“The book we have been waiting for
... the wisest, sanest, soundest, most
understanding and compassionate

« treatment of contemporary American —
woman'’s greatest problem .a triumph.”

ASHLEY MONTAGU




Post-1920 Letdown

» Post-WW I retreat into personal life

» League of Women Voters/
Woman’s Party persist

> New Deal successes

» Union gains

Eleanor Roosevelt & Mary McLeod Bethune



1950s Upsurge
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» Post WW II women workers
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» Higher education

» Civil rights actions

» JFK Status Commission



1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

—— Female Labor Force Participation
e “ShOUID @ married woman work?” Survey Responses




1961 Commission

1963 Commission report signing

“This was where we began to discover all of this horrible sexism in the 1
Pauli Murray
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“Problem with No Name”’
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Betty Friedan, c. 1963




Working Women Organize

NOW founding meeting, 1966

» 1964: Title VII prohibits job discrimination

> 1966: NOW born out of frustration with EEOC



Gloria Steinem

Gloria Steinem ™ Sylvia Plath’s
On Sisterhood Last Major Work
Letty Pogrehin Women Tell
On Raising Kids The Truth About
Without Sex Roles Their Abortions
THE NEW MAGAZINE FOR WOMEN
2 __ 8

15t Ms., 1972



Embrace of ERA

BHTS UNBER THE LAW SHALL NUT BE UEN
mw IIES 0 Y MY STIE 00

ERA March on Washington, 1978

Alice Paul, 1885-1977



Young Women Organize A

> 1967: Young white women exit
New Left and civil rights groups

» Develop understanding of sexism
embedded in social system

» Decentralized approach

1968 Miss America pageant protest




Radical Critique

> Women made, not born

» Personal is political

| Kate Millett
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~ OUR BODIES
~ OUR SELVES

A COURSE BY AND FOR WOMEN
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Twin Cities

» 1969: Twin Cities Female Liberation Group

> 1970: Amazon Bookstore

» Many others

Tﬁf TESBI]

uzsm ANS ONLY




1970 Strike

“Don’t iron while the strike is hot!”
August 26, New York City



Mainstrea

Battle of the Sexes,” Sept. 1973

> Billie Jean King v. Bobby Riggs

King-Riggs grudge match



“Hire him.He's got greot legs”’

If women thought this way about men they
would be awfully silly

When men think this way about women
they're silly, too.

Women should be judged for a job by
whether or nct they can do it

In aworld where women are doctors, law-
yers, judges, brokers, economists, scientists,

paliical candidates, professors and corm-
pany presidents, any ofher viewpoint is ridic-
ulous. ;

Think of it this way. When we need all the
help we can get, why waste half the brains
arcund?

Womanpower. It's muchtoo goodto woste.

This adverisement prepared for Ms. magazine by volunteers through deGamo, Inc. for the National Crgonization forWomen,




Backlash

Phyllis Schlafly, 1970s

» Familiar arguments

» Feminism destroys home, families



Onward?

Movement expands into multiplicity of causes:

= Violence & pornography

= Athletics
= Education

= Women'’s Studies/History = =%

= Legislative/legal reform

= Electoral successes




Questions?




