
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF 

The book that launched the career of Kate DiCamillo, America’s favorite 
storyteller, turns twenty in 2020 and is now available in a brand-new gift edition. 

In a review of her latest novel, the New York Times 
declared, “No one in children’s literature illuminates 
the interplay of heartbreak and hope like the two-
time Newbery medalist Kate DiCamillo.” This gift is 
evident in all of her novels, including her very first, the 
blockbuster debut Because of Winn-Dixie.

“The book is (I hope) a hymn of praise to dogs, 
friendship, and the South,” Kate DiCamillo said of that 
best-selling novel, which has been awarded a Newbery 
Honor, translated into nearly thirty languages, and 
turned into a musical as well as a major motion picture. 
The story of a preacher’s daughter named Opal whose 
life is transformed by a scruffy dog named Winn-Dixie 
continues to touch the hearts of readers of all ages 
and boasts over 11 million copies in print worldwide.

Celebrate twenty years of Because of Winn-Dixie with 
a signature anniversary edition featuring a redesigned 
cover, a moving introduction by PEN/Faulkner Award–
winning author Ann Patchett, and a new afterword by 
Kate DiCamillo.
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$18.99 ($24.99 CAN) 
Ages 9–12 • 192 pages



AWARDS & PRAISE

A Newbery Honor Book

A New York Times Bestseller

A New York Times Book Review Notable Children’s Book of the Year

A Publishers Weekly Best Children’s Book of the Year

A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year

An American Library Association Notable Children’s Book

A Parents’ Choice Gold Award Winner

 “Poignant and delicately told.” —The New York Times Book Review

“In this exquisitely crafted first novel, each chapter possesses an arc of its own and reads 
almost like a short story in its completeness; yet the chapters add up to more than the 
sum of their parts.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“This well-crafted, realistic, and heartwarming story will be read and reread as a new 
favorite deserving a long-term place on library shelves.” —School Library Journal (starred 
review)

“Brush strokes of magical realism elevate this beyond a simple story of friendship to a 
well-crafted tale of community and fellowship, of sweetness, sorrow, and hope. And it’s 
funny, too. A real gem.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

 “It’s the kind of book people love and tell their friends to read.” —The Washington Post

 “An enchanting little book with a touch of magic, a cast of great characters, and a lot of 
real life and wisdom.” —Minneapolis Star Tribune

 “Both kids and grown-ups love it. . . . It’s a great read-aloud book. . . . It has scooped 
up numerous awards. . . . It’s an unforgettable story about making friends.” —Orlando 
Sentinel

 “Carefully touches on big issues: abandonment, loneliness, empathy, and belonging.”  
—San Francisco Chronicle

 “A gentle book about good people coming together to combat loneliness and 
heartache—with a little canine assistance.” —The Horn Book Guide

 “A tale not just about a dog found in a grocery store; it’s also about the healing power of 
truth.” —The Boston Globe


