
We Believe in Our Community.

We Invest in Our Library. 
Your support makes a di�erence.

L
e
a
rn

 m
o

re
 a

t 
th

e
fr

ie
n

d
s
.o

rg
/p

a
ss

p
o

rt
.

D
is

c
o

v
e

r 
Y

o
u

r 
L

ib
ra

ry
 t

h
is

 s
u

m
m

e
r!

 S
to

p
 b

y
 a

n
y
 

S
a
in

t 
P

a
u

l 
P

u
b

lic
 L

ib
ra

ry
 l
o

c
a
ti

o
n

 t
o

 p
ic

k
 u

p
 a

 f
re

e
 

p
a
ss

p
o

rt
. 
C

o
m

p
le

te
 y

o
u

r 
p

a
ss

p
o

rt
 b

y
 A

u
g

u
st

 1
5

, 
2
0

2
4

, 
fo

r 
th

e
 c

h
a
n

c
e
 t

o
 w

in
 p

ri
z
e
s!

 W
h

a
t 

w
ill

 y
o

u
 

d
is

c
o

v
e
r?

H
a
v
e
 y

o
u

 p
ic

k
e
d

 u
p

 y
o

u
r 

L
ib

ra
ry

 P
a
ss

p
o

rt
 y

e
t?

3
3

2
 M

in
n

e
s
o

ta
 S

tr
e

e
t 

S
u

it
e

 W
14

2
0

 
S

a
in

t 
P

a
u

l,
 M

N
 5

5
10

1

N
o

n
p

ro
fi

t 
O

rg
.

U
.S

. P
o

st
ag

e

P
A

ID
P

e
rm

it
 N

o
. 6

31
8

Tw
in

 C
it

ie
s,

 M
N

June 2024

Impact Report

The Friends Financial Snapshot 2023
The Friends is proud to be a financially healthy organization with a broad 
range of revenue streams.

By the Numbers

8,600+
Friends supporters

1,700+ 
Friends donors

3,000+ 
Friends program & 

event attendees

16
Friends sta� 

members

41
Friends board 

members

49
Library grants 

managed

$1.35
Million$626k

$429k

$655k

$1.22
Million

$371K

$550k

$936k

Our structure allows us to contribute funding as well as “people power” 
to libraries to boost their impact.

Grants and donations

Event tickets, sponsorships, & donations

Consulting services & other revenue

Endowment draws

Revenue

Revenue total: $3,077,000

Sta� who work on fundraising,
advocacy, & programming

Direct library support

Programs & services for libraries

Friends operations

Expenses

Expenses total: $3,060,000



How The Friends Works
The Friends (your friendly neighborhood library support organization) 
invests in the Library through fundraising, advocacy, and programming. 
Here’s a look at how that happens and the role you play.

FUNDRAISING

Tax dollars are not enough to provide all the resources residents seek at 
Saint Paul Public Library. That’s where The Friends comes in! We partner 
with Library sta� to identify and fund resources to better serve our 
community.

ADVOCACY

The Friends engages citizens and elected o�cials to advocate for strong 
public investment in the Library. Your voice as a citizen is critical to 
show our legislators that residents value their library.

The Friends directs funding to the Library to support the following 
activities:

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

As Minnesota’s Center for the Book, The Friends produces dynamic 
programming for libraries that promotes reading and literacy for all 
ages and reaches every corner of the state. We also share our expertise 
to support and strengthen libraries nationally through our consulting 
services, Library Strategies.

Advocacy Spotlight: Last year we saw some big wins 
for our libraries:

Learn more at thefriends.org/advocacy.

The state legislature increased funding for libraries 
across Minnesota. 

The Friends secured state funding for our work as 
the Minnesota Center for the Book with the help of 
our state legislators.

Saint Paul City Council approved a budget that 
includes substantial investment in safety initiatives 
for our libraries and additional money for library 
materials (the stu� we check out!).

Identify 
funding 
partners 
and build 

connections 
with 

supporters

Raise 
funds from 

foundations, 
corporations, 

and 
individuals 
like YOU

Send funds
to the 
Library

Library 
uses 

funding to 
respond to 
community 

needs

Listen 
to the 

Library’s 
priorities

Develop a 
platform 
based on 
Library 
needs

Present 
platform and 
advocate to 
local, state, 
and national 

agencies

Activate 
community 
members 

like YOU to 
contact your 
legislators, 

sign a petition, 
or attend a 

meeting

Ensure that 
Library 

priorities are 
funded and 
included in 

the upcoming 
budget

Listen to 
the Library’s 

priorities

Books & materials

Children, youth, & 
family engagement

Community services & 
programs

Library sta� 
development

Location-specific 
activities

Where it’s needed 
most!

Library Legislative 
Day 2024

36th Annual Minnesota 
Book Awards Ceremony

By the Numbers

2,285
attendees at all 
2023 programs

100%
of 2023 Moving Words attendees agreed 
that the program “gave them a greater 
understanding of the range of stories written 
by Minnesotans” and “increased their 
connection with their library.” 

80%
of One Book | One Minnesota participants 
reported conversations about the featured 
title with others; about half felt more 
connected to their community through 
participation in discussion.

60
counties 

with people 
participating in 

programs

28
author programs 

per year

68
di�erent authors 
who participated 

in programs in 
2023

Programs

One Book | One 
Minnesota

Virtual, statewide book club

Minnesota Book 
Awards

Year-long program 
celebrating and connecting 

readers and writers

Minnesota Writers 
on the Map

Print and digital resource 
for noteworthy Minnesota 

writers

Minnesota Writers 
Directory

Digital directory of current 
authors in Minnesota 

available for engagements

Fireside Reading 
Series

Intimate author talks in 
Saint Paul libraries

Moving Words
Discussions in libraries with 

Minnesota Book Award 
winners and finalists


