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AI Statement: Books submitted into the Minnesota Book Awards must be 
human-authored. We do not accept works that are written or illustrated 

fully or partially by A.I./LLM engines or services (i.e. ChatGPT, Jasper, 
Sudowrite). This includes translations. Submitted works found to be in 

violation will be removed from the Minnesota Book Awards contest 
without a refund. 

 

Purpose: This policy document is intended to more fully articulate disallowable practices.  

Prohibited Uses: The following uses of Generative AI (including Large Language Models) 
will disqualify a book in any Minnesota Book Awards category: 

• The creation of any language for inclusion in either the published text or manuscript 
drafts, even if use of AI is clearly disclosed. 

• The automated transformation of any language for: 

• Tone and style modification (for example: asking an LLM tool to make a 
passage more aggressive in tone or writing a passage in the style of another 
author). 

• Summarizing and/or rewriting segments (for example: asking an LLM tool to 
rewrite for consistency in language). 

• Translation from one language or dialect into another language or dialect. 

• Copy and pasting text from a generative AI into a draft. 

Exceptions: While human authorship is of paramount importance, the Minnesota Book 
Awards program recognizes that technology is bedrock to the research and creative 
processes of most authors. This policy is not intended to proscribe or curtail use of 
“traditional” tools specified below, even though each could be considered “AI assisted” 
under a liberal definition of that term. 
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• Spellcheckers, synonym lookup tools, and other in-built word processing aids, 
provided that author’s use does not conflict with the foregoing section. 

• Rules-based editing tools and software, such as PerfectIt and Grammarly, provided 
that author’s use does not conflict with the foregoing section. 

• Background research focused on the retrieval of existing information, though the 
author is responsible for and must attest to independently verifying findings. 

• Accessibility tools designed to assist authors with physical or cognitive disabilities, 
such as standard speech-to-text dictation and screen readers, are always 
permissible.  

Landscape Review: Artificial Intelligence is a rapidly developing field. New tools and 
models, as well as AI augmentations to legacy tools, are changing the landscape of writing 
and publishing each year. Conscious of this fact, The Friends of the Saint Paul Public 
Library will review this policy and, as necessary, implement updates each annual cycle 
over the foreseeable future.  

Credits: This policy incorporates tenets adopted by other literary recognition programs. 
Particular credit is owed to the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association and 
Romance Writers of America. 


