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1. The narrator asks, “Does a file count as a fact?” In the case of V’s story, what do the
files say about truth? What fictions do the files present?

2. How does the book’s format - the fragmented space on the page, the interruptions -
enhance the narrative?

3. The subtitle reads: “A novel in fragments, facts, and fictions.” What is the role of
fiction in memoir and fact in novel? How does speculation work alongside truth?

4. What resonances with modern conceptions of femininity, productivity/labor, and
worthiness do you see in V’s story?

5. How do the places where the narrator directly addresses the reader, as though
asking a question, change the reader’s perspective about what has just been stated
by the narrator?

6. The narrator says that fiction is a means of survival for many members of her family.
Where do you see the evidence of this throughout the book?

7. Whatrole does silence (of family, by the state) play in furthering the injustices
described in the text?

8. Whatrole do the statistics, Handbook-excerpts, and speech quotations play in the
narrative?

9. The narrator works alongside her mother to begin excavating V’s story. At the end,
we learn that June wants the story told. Does this alter your interpretation or
understanding of the narrative? How?
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